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relations in the case of Palestine, using tools of analysis and an arsenal of theoretical concepts
.proposed by relevant studies

In the Archive section, Malek Samarah provides a compilation of lectures and conversations
between Brandeis, Balfour, Woodrow Wilson, and George Graham, unveiling the United
States pressure on Britain to accept the annexation of the Litani River and Mount Hermon to
Israel. In the book review section, Khaled Hourani provides a critical review of Muhammad
Jabali’s WH Entrapment of the Place: A Critical Study of Fines Art in Israel, published by
the Israeli Forum for Israeli Studies (MADAR) in May 2022. In addition to Zionist Literature,
.the Library section provides a review of key Israeli publications

Raef Zreik
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waiting for it there. Against this background, this issue is entitled: Palestinian Coastal Cities:
.Colonisation, Neoliberalism and Resistance

In focus of this issue, Amir Makhoul sheds light on the transformations that have been seen
in the Haifa city against the backdrop of declining Palestinian political organisation in a high-
ly politicised city. Following a critical overview of the concepts that characterise Haifa as a
“mixed” city, Makhoul critically elaborates on the policy of “coexistence” as a tool of political
control and engineering. In her valuable article, Michal Hass explores the ongoing process of
elimination in the city of Yafa (Jaffa). In the neoliberal age, however, elimination takes on a
more brutal form through the logics of gentrification and urban renewal. Here, colonial struc-
tures overlap with the neoliberal market policies. These intersections are presented in more
detail by Yael Shmaryahu-Yeshurun and Daniel Monterescu, who concentrate on the history
of Torah Nucleus in the Jaffa city. Based on their ongoing research on Torah Nucleus activi-
ties, Yeshurun and Monterescu conclude that these nucleuses has given rise to a new model of
gentrification, which is grounded in national intolerance, distinct from the commonly known
iberal gentrification elsewhere

Yara Sa’di proposes that “demolition” may be used as a research methodology to disclose the
fate of Palestinian heritage buildings, which have been Judaized in different ways. From the
perspective of Sa’di, demolition as an approach uncovers the structures of violence against
Palestinians and provides a means to trace and link attempts to erase the Palestinian space in
spite of different policies and identities of colonisers. In his interesting article, Muhammad
Halim takes us to a coffee shop in the city of Lydda, an active scene of a key and large-scale
project for settling the hearts. Through a combination of violence and planning schemes, To-
rah Nucleus “occupies” Lydda and reimposes Zionist control over the city neighbourhoods.
Khaldoun Barghouthi’s contribution has its focus on the “flag march”. Organised annulally
by the settler movement in the streets of Jerusalem, the march commemorate the occupation
of the eastern part of the city. Barghouthi provides an account of the historical context of the
evolution of the flag march as well as transformations of this “religious Zionist celebration”
.right down to its current form

This issue also includes a distinctive collection of contributions. In her article translated from
English, Nago Wolff focuses on the arbitrary divorcement of Holocaust education from hu-
man rights in Israel. The former would not have occurred without the license and justification
for violating human rights, which permitted killing, incinerating, and displacing the Jews.
However, Israel excludes any authentic discussion of human rights when the Holocaust is
taught, depriving students of the ability to understand the devastating repressive potential
of modern political regimes, such as Israel, where they live. Therefore, students who study
the Holocaust find it difficult to criticise Israel’s policies towards Palestinians. Moshe Behar
and Zvi Ben-Dor reintroduce the “Mizrahi question” within Zionism in light of a Paris ex-
hibition on the history of Mizrahi Jews. They accuse the exhibition in normalizing the State
of Israel. Behar and Ben-Dor remind the readers of the real history of the Mizrahi Jews as a
primary, rather than secondary, victim of Zionist settler colonialism. Walid Habbas presents a
methodological-theoretical article to introduce borders and borderland studies. In a form of a
literature review, Habbas’s paper attempts to expand the discussion of the colonised-coloniser



Editorial

Mixed” coastal cities: Judaization and its confrontation”
Introduction

This issue of Qadaya Israeliya (Israeli Affairs) has its focus on renewed settlement activity
within Palestinian coastal cities. With the majority of the indigenous population displaced in
1948, an Arab Palestinian minority has remained in these cities. Namely, in Jaffa, Haifa, Lydda,
and Acre, Palestinians have sought to maintain their identity and served as guardians of the
memory of the place. The May 2021 uprising and consequent confrontations unveiled deep
national, social, and economic rifts within Palestinian coastal cities. So-called “mixed cities”
in the Israeli discourse, the fact that these urban centres are inhabited by both Arabs and Jews
has been promoted as an expression of tolerance and a calm life together. Over the past two
decades, these rifts have been compounded further by systematic Israeli constraints on Pales-
tinians in coastal cities. Restrictions combine settler Torah Nucleus (premised on settling the
hearts), Jewish capital (applying creeping gentrification), Israeli municipalities (controlling
the right to housing), and the political level (imposing top-down planning schemes). Each
from their own position, these actors implement Judaization policies, which directly or in-
.directly seek to transfer Palestinians from coastal cities or make their social life impossible

Through the Torah Nucleus (in Hebrew: Garin Torani) propagated by the settler movement
in the hills of occupied West Bank, restoring ideological Zionist settlement activity within
Israel carries important implications, unequivocally revealing the essence of settler-colonial
Zionism, namely, to seize more land in the occupied West Bank, Jerusalem, and within Israel
proper. Along this vein, the settler paradigm developed in Kiryat Arba’ in Hebron, for exam-
ple, is transformed into a model of settlement activity across Palestinian coastal cities. Import-
ing these settler practices from the West Bank reflects a dilution of the Green Line. It means
that the process of occupation is reciprocal: Israel occupies and settles in the West Bank hills.
By contrast, the settlement movement is coming back to occupy Israel. For some people in
Israel, the continued presence of Palestinians in the coastal cities suggests that the occupation
of these communities in 1948 has not been completed yet. There is a need to prove the Jew-
ish existence in these cities anew, signalling a new stage in the conflict between Palestinians
and Israel. Taking the battle to the heart of Palestinian coastal cities inside the Green Line is
indicatives of this shift in conflict. The question of Palestine has become intrinsic in Israel.
With the boundaries breaking down and the Green Line fading away, the conflict over the es-
sence of Israel and the future of Palestine have turned to be two sides of the same coin. After
it had defeated Arab capitals, Israel went back to look for its essence, but has found Palestine
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