
This issue of the Newsletter covers the period 24-27 January 2018. Israeli social media 

networks were mainly preoccupied with two issues: (1) Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu’s participation in the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos; and (2) 

Israel’s programme to expel around 40,000 African refugees. Announced last week, this 

programme forces these refugees to choose to leave the country or be jailed for an 

indefinite period of time. The new plan gives African refugees a respite until March 2018 

to decide either to leave Israel or to go to jail.  

 

1. Davos stirs up Israeli social media networks  

Netanyahu participated in the WEF Annual Meeting 2018 in Davos.  

In the WEF Annual Meeting, Netanyahu met with more than ten leaders and presidents of 

states, including Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel, President of France Emmanuel 

Macron, President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, 

Prime Minister of Belgium Charles Michel, President of the Swiss Confederation Alain 

Berset, Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau, and Prime Minister of the Netherlands 

Mark Rutte.  

Netanyahu also met with heads of major global corporations.  

In addition to a general overview of the WEF, Israeli social media platforms highlighted 

Netanyahu’s participation in the WEF Annual Meeting 2018 from several perspectives.  

“This evening, from the main stage of the World Economic Forum in Davos, I made it 

clear: Israel will prevent Iran from getting a nuclear arsenal.” Netanyahu said in the 

context of his participation in the WEF.  

 

On his participation in the WEF Annual Meeting, Isaac Herzog, Leader of the Opposition 

and MK for the Zionist Camp, said: “In the context of the Davos summit, I am happy to 

meet with an old friend, U.S. Deputy National Security Advisor Dina Powell.”  



 

Yossi Elituv, journalist, political analyst and editor of Mishpacha (Family) Magazine, 

said: “This is a never-ending party for Israel on the international stage. Come one Bibi!”  

 

Uriah Canaff, journalist, commented on the WEF, saying: “By the way, exactly four 

years ago, Bibi and Sarah went to Davos for a historical journey of 2,000 metres of snow 

so that they do not desecrate the Shabbat.”  

 



Eyal Pir, lecturer, said: “World leaders talked about global issues at the Davos 

conference, including environmental problems, prevention of sexual harassment, gender 

equality, and promotion of women as a driving force of economic growth. By contrast, 

the constant traveller who scored the largest possible number of points this year and who 

is mistakenly called “Prime Minister” chose to support the US President and his 

retaliatory statements against Palestinians. He spoke out against the deal with Iran. In 

general, he was proud that Israel is a high tech power and a ‘rising global power’.”  

However, what is really rising in Israel is poverty, social disparities, ignorance, and 

religious extremism. Here, they expel refugees just because they are black. They enslave 

women just because they are women. Incitement against the left wing is at a climax. Most 

leaders who the Prime Minister met with at the conference probably held his hand tight 

and smiled at the cameras. In reality, however, they do not support Israel’s actions. 

Surely, this is not the case with the Palestinian issue, support of Trump’s crazy 

statements, Jerusalem, and the peace agreement which seems further away today than 

ever.”  

 

Editorial Board of 10 News on Facebook commented: “The back shield of Jerusalem. The 

Davos conference put it explicitly that Abu Mazen was alone in the battle.” Full analysis 

is provided by Zvi Yehezkeli, Arab Office of 10 News, and Gil Tamary.  

 

In an article published this morning in Yedioth Ahronoth, Yossi Dahan, Professor of Law, 

Chair of the Human Rights Department at the Academic Centre for Law and Business, 



Founder and Head of Adva Center  Information on Equality and Social Justice in Israel, 

and Lecturer in Philosophy at the Open University, said: “This is a successful week for 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Early this week, he enjoyed the company of a real 

friend, US Vice President Mike Pence, who expressed enthusiastic and unreserved 

support to Netanyahu’s policy. The unity between the Christian Evangelical right wing 

and nationalist Jewish right wing has never been as strong. Netanyahu spends the 

weekend in the charming Swiss skiing town of Davos, away from the annoying 

corruption investigations, coalition quarrels, and expulsion of refugees. He is enjoying his 

time with his most beloved confidantes  owners of corporations.”   

 

Yiftach Dayan, well-known political analyst, said: “At 19:30, I will be hosted over the 

weekend on Kann News to talk about the Trump-Netanyahu meeting and Trump’s speech 

at the Davos conference. You are invited to join me.”  

 

B. Filmer, Saturday Square, said: “Davos Forum 2018 is another good reason for a smile 

in Israel. By the way, it seems that Trump’s fashion code of dark blue and white stands 

for a greeting for Bibi.”  



 

Shemuel Meir, a well-known lawyer, commented: “Visions from the Davos summit. 

Netanyahu’s lively interaction with European leaders to promote Trump’s programme 

and place a targeted ban on the nuclear deal with Iran reminds us of the pattern of activity 

of a marketing agent, who integrates a heated religious doctrine. For that, there is no need 

for facts.”  

 

Judy Mozes, a well-known journalist and newscaster, said: “India, Davos and Russia. Is 

there anyone who knows when Bibi, the Israeli Prime Minister, arrives for the homeland 

holiday? To take care of the poor survivors of the Holocaust, the disabled who cannot 

spend the month, and the other less brilliant problems of life?”  

 

 

2. Israel declares war on African refugees  

Last week, Israel announced a programme to expel around 40,000 African refugees. 

These will forced to choose to leave the country or be jailed for an indefinite period of 

time.  



At the beginning of his government meeting, Netanyahu welcomed the implementation of 

the plan, which aimed to deport refugees who had illegally gained access into the 

country.  

The new plan gives African refugees a respite until March 2018 to decide either to leave 

Israel or to go to jail.  

According to data released by the Israeli Ministry of Interior, the plan will affect 38,000 

people, the majority of whom are Eritreans and Sudanese. Every refugee who agrees to 

leave Israel will receive a plane ticket and a sum of around Euro 3,000. 

By March, these refugees can leave Israel voluntarily, but will receive a sum of less than 

Euro 3,000.  

In line with the new programme, the government admits that Sudanese and Eritrean 

refugees do not have a chance to return to their countries because they risk punishment. 

Israeli nongovernmental organisations, which support refugees, report that Tel Aviv 

concluded agreements with other countries, including Rwanda and Uganda, to receive 

these refugees. However, this was denied later.  

The issue of African refugees has occupied an important place across Israeli social media 

networks. Some social media activists volunteered and attempted to “save” them from 

risk of deportation and displacement.  

To this avail, a special Facebook page, Israelis against Expulsion of Asylum Seekers, was 

created. Those who reject deportation have been informed of all the relevant events, 

which will be organised throughout the country. The Facebook page has the slogan “Save 

us. This expulsion will kill us.” Tens of thousands of Israelis liked the page, comparing 

what is happening to the refugees to what happened to the Jews in the Holocaust.  

 



Arie Makhlouf Deri, Minister of Interior and MK for Shas, commented on Facebook: 

“Refugees of war  stay in the country.  

Infiltrators  They should be returned to their state.  

Most of them are infiltrators.  

We return the neighbourhoods to citizens because values are more important.  

 

Amsalem Dudi, MK for the Likud, said: “According to the left-wing approach, 40,000 

infiltrators will be deported. But, surely, Jewish settlers can be expelled from Judea and 

Samaria.”  

 

 Abishai Gruentzig, journalist, said: “Nothing despises the memory of the Holocaust 

more than its comparison to every act which someone does not like.  

Expelling infiltrators = The Holocaust  

Expelling Arab MKs = The Holocaust 

All this occurs on just one day.  

I am ashamed in the name of my family members who were slaughtered and killed by 

damned Nazis. Shame.  



 

Shimon Riklin, political analyst of Channel 20, said: “The three pilots who refused to 

transport refugees is nothing compared to a potential refusal by air force pilots to bomb 

citizens’ homes in Lebanon, where missiles against Israel are hidden in preparation for 

war.”  

 

Moshe Ifergan, right wing journalist, said: “The extremist left wing’s disastrous 

campaign for the refugees reminds of a video, in which a boy says ‘Thanks very much for 

the Nazis… They killed you. They slaughtered you.  

It is not clear why they do not return in a flight to Eritrea.”  

 

Omer Dostri, Institute of National Security Studies, said: “Stupid, fully ignorant 

demagogic statements (including despicable contempt of the Holocaust) against the 

expulsion of refugees who violate the law. In my opinion, this is more than a parallel 

insidious propaganda campaign launched by extremist left wing organisations and 

associations. They seek to convert the only Jewish state in the world into another state for 

all its citizens and to establish an exile within Israel.”  



 

Raziel Nahari, activist for the children of Yemen, the East and Balkans, said: “Survivors 

from the Holocaust who plan to hide refugees in their homes are advised to be really 

humanitarian and show where the children of Yemen, the East and Balkans are.”  

 

A. Erlich, journalist, political analyst and deputy editor of Mishpacha (Family) 

Magazine, said: “It is interesting that the people who preach separation from Palestinians 

for demographic reasons are the same who refuse to be separated from tens of thousands 

of Eritrean refugees who flood the country?  

#Hypocrites. I am sick of you.”  

 

 


